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99-98 April 7, 1999 
For Immediate Release: 
EIU TO RECEIVE PHI ETA SIGMA CHARTER. INITIATE 92 FRESHMEN 
CHARLESTON -- Ninety-two Eastern Illinois University students are scheduled 
to become charter members of the local chapter of Phi Eta Sigma, the oldest and 
largest freshman honor society in the country. 
The initiation ceremony is scheduled to take place at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 10, in 
the Effingham Room of Eastern's University Union. At that time, Eastern President 
Carol D. Surles will also officially accept Eastern's charter from Western Kentucky 
University's Jack Sagabiel, who is Phi Eta Sigma's national grand secretary/treasurer. 
Local chapter advisor Richard Whitaker, assistant professor of finance, said all 
but a handful of the 92 charter members have indicated they will be able to attend this 
historic event. He lauded Charles Evans, associate professor of political science, for 
his efforts in establishing Eastern as a Phi Eta Sigma campus. 
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Evans explained his enthusiasm for this particular project: "Phi Eta Sigma is a 
freshmen honor society established to highlight academically successful students early 
in their careers. This is an appropriate recognition of outstanding achievement for the 
students inducted, and also a goal for other excellent students to strive for. 
"The existence of honor societies such as Phi Eta Sigma at colleges and 
universities in the United States is a sign and signal that academic excellence is valued 
and recognized. It is part of the student culture on campuses which have reputations 
as places where serious students enroll." 
Those selected to be members of Eastern's chapter of Phi Eta Sigma must be 
full-time undergraduate students, have a cumulative grade point average of 3. 75 or 
higher on a 4.0 scale for their first term, first two terms or first year as a full-time 
student, and must be taking a normal course load leading to a bachelor's degree. 
Phi Eta Sigma was founded at the University of Illinois March 22, 1923, and now 
has more than 300 chapters throughout the United States and more than 600,000 
members. 
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